modification of the court's condemnation seems
almost to have appalled himself; but the effect
of it all upon Wolsey was only to excite his hopes
to a cruel pitch. He took leave of his servants
from York Place, assuring them that the King
would restore him to favour before long and them
to his service. The Cardinal had ever been a just
and, for those days of domestic brutality, a kind
master ; and this pleased the household mightily.
For the story is told of a fool whom he now pre-
sented to the King, that the poor wretch wept and
bellowed and kicked so violently against parting
from the Chancellor that he had to be taken
away by force.

Once entrenched at Esher, Wolsey might have
followed some quiet pursuit, have at last en-
deavoured to catch up with European thought by
the study of Erasmus or the refutation of Luthe^ ;
but it is doubtful if, even then, he would have
escaped the power of his enemies. Those two,
Norfolk and Suffolk, were out for his blood ; but
they must have realised, even now, that they had
to bide their time. As the days wore away and
the King made no further move in his favour,
Wolsey sank deeper and deeper into despair.
The confiscation of his property had lost him so
much money that at first he was unable to pay
the servants of his household ; and he tried every
means of conciliating the Kong. At first he made
light of his offences to those around him and to
those in influence ; but to Henry he was humble